Saturday 23 March 2019
Visit to Shrewsbury’s Roman Catholic
Cathedral
An opportunity to visit Shrewsbury Cathedral for a
private tour and two talks about the building’s history
and its archives.

Wednesday 10 July 2019
Visit to Pitchford Hall

The tour involves considerable walking and stairs.
2.30pm, £22 including tea and cake
Pitchford Hall, Pitchford Rd, Shrewsbury SY1 3HS

Wednesday 1 May 2019
Coleham’s industrial history talk and a
tour of Coleham Pumping Station

Tuesday 20 August 2019
Visit to Chillington Hall

The tour involves stairs.
2.00pm, £10
Barnabas Centre, Longden Coleham,
Shrewsbury SY3 7DN

Thursday 6 June 2019
AGM and visit to Shrewsbury School
library, archive and chapel
Our short AGM will be followed by a tour of the Taylor
Library, school archive and chapel.
2.00pm, AGM: Free, Visit: £5
Shrewsbury School, Ashton Rd, Shrewsbury SY3 7BA

News Extra...
Do you have any stories to tell about
Shropshire’s history or have any news
about Shropshire Archives? If you have,
the editor is waiting to hear from you
now. The contact details are below and
photographs are always welcome.

The newsletter of the Friends of Shropshire Archives,
gateway to the history of Shropshire and Telford

Described as Britain’s finest half-timbered house,
Pitchford Hall was owned by the Colthurst family for
more than 500 years before being sold in 1992.

2.00pm, £10
Shrewsbury Cathedral, 11 Belmont, Shrewsbury SY1 1TE

A talk by local historian Andrew Pattison on the
industrial history of Coleham followed by a tour of
Coleham Pumping Station.

SHROPSHIRE
ARCHIVES

Diary Dates

A guided tour of Chillington Hall and gardens with a
tractor ride to the lake.
2.00pm, £20 including tea and scones
Chillington Hall, Codsall Wood,
Wolverhampton, WV8 1RE

Workshops

When the Recruiting
Officers Came to
Town

Escaped Captive Balloon, Newport.
Shropshire Archives ref: PH/N/8/11/8

Page 2

Railways in the
1860's

Page 6

Bishop's Castle in the
First world War
Page 9

Six Tuesdays from 5 February 2019
Unlocking the Severn
A series of six workshops exploring the history and
stories relating to the River Severn. See page 10 for
more details.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: The newsletter of the Friends of
Shropshire Archives is edited by Andrew Pattison and designed
by Nat Stevenson, Shropshire Archives’ Image Services.
There are three issues per year, paid for by the Friends. The
contents are provided by friends and well-wishers. If you
would like to join the contributors, please contact the editor at
apattison@clara.net
DISCLAIMER: We have made every effort to ensure that the
information in this publication is correct at the time of printing.
We cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions.

Contact... For further details or to pass on your comments, please contact:

Shropshire Archives, Castle Gates, Shrewsbury, SY1 2AQ • Tel: 0345 6789096
Email: archives@shropshire.gov.uk • Website: www.shropshirearchives.org.uk
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Feature
Dr Jonathan
Worton

When the Recruiting
Officers Came to Town

'If any gentlemen soldiers, or others, have a mind
to serve her majesty, and pull down the French king; if
any ‘prentices have severe masters, any children have
undutiful parents; if any servants have too little wages, or
any husband too much wife; let them repair to the noble
sergeant Kite, at the sign of the Raven in this good town
of Shrewsbury, and they shall receive present relief and
i
entertainment'. With this rousing speech, appealing
to notions of patriotism and offering an escape from a
humdrum existence, the fictional Sergeant Kite called
for recruits for the army of Queen Anne.

George Farquhar
and The Recruiting
Officer
Kite was a leading
character in George
Farquhar's stage play
The Recruiting Officer.
Farquhar (1676/7-1707)
had been an indifferent
playwright and sometime
army officer before The
Recruiting Officer opened
at London's Drury Lane
Theatre in 1706. It was an
An eighteenth-century text of The
immediate hit, becoming
Recruiting Officer.
one of the most
frequently performed
plays of the eighteenth century. Set in Shrewsbury,
The Recruiting Officer is a comic social satire based
around army recruitment. At the time of its opening
the play was highly topical. British forces were then
heavily engaged on the Continent in the international
War of the Spanish Succession. In August 1704, a British
and Allied army under the Duke of Marlborough
had won a decisive victory over the French and their
Bavarian allies at Blenheim (Germany). More recently
to the opening of The Recruiting Officer, in May 1706
at the battle of Ramillies (fought in modern Belgium)
Marlborough's troops had inflicted another major
defeat on the French army.
In 1704, Farquhar had joined the army as a lieutenant
of grenadiers in the Earl of Orrery's Regiment of Foot,
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an infantry unit. That summer, Farquhar was on a
recruiting drive in Shropshire. Grenadiers were elite
troops, and Farquhar characterised and voiced Kite
accordingly: 'I don't beat up [i.e. his drum] for common
soldiers; no, I list only grenadiers, grenadiers, gentlemen'.ii
The Recruiting Officer was, then, autobiographical. In
his 'Epistle Dedicatory', addressed 'To all Friends around
the Wrekin', Farquhar expressed satisfaction at his spell
spent recruiting in Shropshire, praising the county's
'character of loyalty …the alacrity of the gentlemen
in recruiting for the army, with their generous and
hospitable reception of strangers'.
Like any successful satirist, Farquhar wrote to reflect
the perceptions, prejudices and social mores of a
contemporary audience. Thus, theatregoers might be
smugly amused at the predicament of two outsiders,
Costar Pear-main and Thomas Apple-Tree, rustics from
Herefordshire duped by Kite into enlisting. Audiences
might also connect with 'the Mob'; the phrase Farquhar
used for the gathered Shrewsbury locals entertained
by Kite, but worldly and wary of his enticements to
enlist.
Notwithstanding its purpose as popular
entertainment, including the amorous adventures of
the recruiting officers Captain Brazen and Sergeant
Kite's superior Captain Plume, The Recruiting Officer
provides insight to early-eighteenth century army
recruitment. Furthermore, the Shrewsbury Borough
Collection at Shropshire Archives includes evidence
of the activities of real-life recruiting officers of the
period. This is in the form of a clutch of pre-printed
enlistment papers and associated notes dating
mostly from 1710 and 1711, at the height of the War
of the Spanish Succession. Where titled, these forms
are called 'certificates'. They were in effect receipts,
verifying that recruits had legally been handed over by
the civil authorities to the army.iii

Recruiting in practice
Army recruiting parties were frequent visitors
to the towns of early-eighteenth century England.
Like Farquhar's fictionalised example, a regimental
recruiting party usually numbered a small handful of

commissioned and non-commissioned officers. An
accompanying drummer attracted attention, hence
the phrase 'beating for recruits'. Parties from individual
regiments recruited widely. The tendency of regiments
to seek recruits from a particular county or locality did
not develop until the nineteenth century. With parties
ranging far afield, especially in wartime, there was
competition for able recruits. On 19 January 1711, John
Eyton, a recruit from St. Mary's parish, Shrewsbury, was
handed over to Sergeant James Balding of Colonel
Newton's Regiment. However, a month later, having
been found 'infirm' and dismissed by Newton's officers,
Eyton was in turn rejected as unfit by Captain David
Sutton of Colonel Montandre's Regiment. On 20
February, Sutton received in Eyton's place one Richard
Barrett, described as a 'good [i.e. fit] man'.iv
Both Eyton and Barrett were conscripts. Unlike the
Royal Navy, which routinely practised impressment
in peacetime, conscription into the early-eighteenth
century British Army was undertaken only in wartime.
The War of the Spanish Succession demanded an
unprecedented trebling in the size of the army
compared to the peacetime establishment of 25,000
or so soldiers in the 1720s. In 1711, the strength of
the British Army peaked at 75,000 subject soldiers
(i.e. national subjects of Queen Anne, as opposed
to the similar number of foreign auxiliary and allied
troops in British pay).v During the course of the war,
British troops were heavily committed in Flanders,
in Portugal and Spain, and involved in amphibious
operations in the Mediterranean and the Americas.
Consequently, high numbers of casualties and rates of
incapacity created a perennial manpower shortage,
which Queen Anne's ministers attempted to correct
by legislation. From 1705 to 1709, parliament passed
annual Acts 'For better recruiting Her Majesty's land
forces and marines', replicated in continuation Acts in
1710, 1711 and 1712.vi
These Acts enabled a limited form of conscription.
A proclamation announcing the Act for 1708 tasked
civil officers with selecting 'such able-bodied men as
have not any lawful calling or employment, or do not
follow or exercise the same’.vii The occupations or
trades are not listed of the 22 conscripts among the
23 enlisted men mentioned in the surviving records
from Shrewsbury (surely chance surviving evidence
of what must have been a much greater number
of enlistments in the county town during this
period). Conscripts were often unemployed itinerant
unmarried labouring men, but petty criminals and
other outcasts and misfits that early-eighteenth
society was pleased to see the back of were also

recruited. Farquhar's fictional conscripts included a
convicted poacher with a large and growing wayward
family he could not support, and an unemployed
collier with a pregnant girlfriend who lied he was
married to avoid conscription.viii
Sergeant Kite and Captain Plume enlisted both
poacher and collier with the authorisation of local
justices of the peace, Justices Ballance, Scale and
Scruple. The conscripts had been brought before the
magistrate's bench by an anonymous parish constable;
who Farquhar, writing to anticipate the reaction of
audiences perhaps habitually prejudiced against these
local representatives of law and order, characterised as
dim witted.

Recruiting in Shrewsbury
The recruiting Acts of Queen Anne were to be
executed by the civil authorities, acting in concert
with and regulating the activities of recruiting parties.
Recruiting commissions involving JPs oversaw the
process. Given their wartime powers, one of Sergeant
Kite's recruits reflected that JPs 'since this Pressing
Act, they are greater than any emperor under the sun'.ix
Impressment began with parish constables identifying
likely conscripts from within their locality. In the
example of the Shrewsbury record, in February 1711
Richard Davies the constable of the outlying parish of
Houghton 'brought in' to Shrewsbury one Henry Hunt
who was enlisted by Captain Gerry of Colonel Holt's
Regiment. As echoed in Farquhar's dramatisation, their

Certificate confirming the voluntary enlistment of George McDougall into the
Earl of Portmore's Regiment in December 1708.
Shropshire Archives ref: 3365/2574/19
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enlistment was
confirmed once
conscripts had
been presented
before the local
commission. The
commissioners
were to verify that
the status of the
designated men
conformed to the
strictures of the
British infantry in action during the War of
Act. Assuming
the Spanish Succession. Note the grenadiers,
that was the case,
foreground, in their distinctive mitre caps.
they were handed
Later print based on a contemporary
over to the
painting.
recruiting officers.
Commissioners were also to witness that the enlisted
men had each received their 'levy money', a bounty
under the Acts of Queen Anne worth 20 shillings
(£1). Further research may reveal whether the
commissioners Patrick Caddell and John Shaw, who
testified on the copy of George McDougall's certificate
of enlistment that he had received his £2 (forty
shilling) bounty in December 1708, were magistrates
or else local officials of the mayor and corporation of
Shrewsbury also involved in the recruitment process.x
McDougall appears as the only volunteer in the
Shrewsbury record of enlistment. Perhaps he had
patriotically responded to the proclamation of the
recruiting Act for 1708, encouraging 'fit and able
persons voluntarily to enlist themselves in our [i.e. Queen
Anne's] service'. Volunteers could be enticed with
an increased bounty worth up to £4.xi Volunteers
had also to appear before a recruiting commission
to declare their consent to enlistment. This was
standard practice in peacetime. In 1727 at Cheltenham,
Gloucestershire, for example, justices of the peace
ruled that a recruiting party was culpable for 'false
mustering’; after a man proved he had been tricked
into enlisting. The JPs upheld his appeal and he went
free because he had not previously been brought
before the magistracy to declare consent: ‘and till then
was deemed not to be a soldier’.xii
As a Scot, George McDougall was unusual among
the recruits mentioned in the Shrewsbury records
in question. The three other county outsiders were
Welshmen: John Hughes from Radnorshire; William
Jones from Llanrwst in Denbighshire; and Owen
Lloyd of Ffestiniog in Merionethshire. Like Farquhar's
fictional volunteers the Herefordians Pear-main and
Apple-Tree, what brought these men to Shrewsbury
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and for what reasons they were conscripted now
seems unknowable. The other 19 men recorded came
from Shropshire, mostly from the parishes of the town
of Shrewsbury. Mathias Gittins of Benthall was the
furthest resident from the county town.
As noted previously, at this time no particular
regiment was associated with the county of Shropshire.
Regiments were instead known by the name of their
current colonel as commanding officer. Four regiments
of infantry, then known as the Foot, can be identified
from the records considered here. Interestingly,
the Scots volunteer George McDougall joined an
ostensibly Scots regiment. On 1 December 1708 he
received his levy money from the likely fellow-Scot
Captain John Dalrymple, then in Shrewsbury recruiting
for the Earl of Portmore's Regiment. David Colyear, first
Earl Portmore, was a Scottish aristocrat who had led
Scots troops in the Dutch service during the so-called
'Glorious Revolution' of 1688 that made the Dutch
Prince of Orange King William III. Portmore became
a lieutenant-general in 1703, when he also gained
the colonelcy of a regiment of Foot. By 1711, he was
British commander-in-chief in Portugal. Officers of the
Marquis de Montandre's Regiment of Foot recruited
in an around Shrewsbury in early 1710 and 1711,
respectively Captains Arthur Maud and David Sutton.
Francis de La Rochefoucauld, Marquis de Montandre,
was an exiled aristocratic French Protestant, a
Huguenot, who was serving in William III's army
by 1693. He was colonel of a regiment of Foot from
1706, and campaigned with it in Portugal and Spain.
Colonel William Newton had joined the Foot Guards
as a lieutenant in 1692. In April 1710 he took command
of the regiment in which he had previously served
under the command of Sir Richard Temple. Like the
other regiments mentioned here, Temple's was raised
(in 1702) at the beginning of the War of the Spanish
Succession for the duration of the conflict. Accordingly,
it was disbanded at the peace of 1713. In January 1711
Colonel Newton himself was recruiting for his regiment
in Shrewsbury, and on the 16th enlisted six men into
his own company. The fourth regiment mentioned
in these enlistment records was the Queen's Own
Regiment of Marines, commanded by Colonel Holt.
This was another wartime unit, raised to serve aboard
the fleet. Marine Captain John Gerry was seeking
recruits in Shrewsbury in March and April 1711.xiii
The Recruiting Officer satirised but did not
romanticise the ways of recruiting the army of
Queen Anne. Rather, the documentary sources from
Shrewsbury provide factual evidence that makes
Farquhar's dramatisation seem more compelling. n
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Crossword
Many thanks to Hugh Battersby for this edition's
crossword; answers on page 10.

1

Across

7

Boot shop in The Square which expanded and did
rather well until very recently. (5,5)
7 Dean of Churches of Shropshire (7)
8 Quiet village with green man and square-towered
church (4)
10 North Shropshire marches Vicar who designed his
own church with a wild west gallery and tower like
the Gherkin (6)
13 Bridgnorth Hermitage (5)
15 Perhaps a White Lady once (3)
16 Possibly Clun Forest or Shropshire (3)
18 Family crest and name of many Shropshire pubs (5)
19		   Brook (not Rad) (3)
20 Frances Stackhouse   (5)(3)

2

3

4

2	  Cross (3)
3 Robert, too young for the Adelphi, worked recently
at Mawley Hall (4)
4 Type of arch (4)
5 Family of architects; designed Shrewsbury and
many other stations (6)
6 And 10 Down. I moved from the Welsh Bridge to
the Old Market Hall (5,6)
7 North Shropshire village’s second name (8)

5

6
8

1

Down

6

9

10

11

12

15
13

14

15
16

17

18

19

20

9 Last occupier of Brogyntyn Hall (2)
10 See 6 down
11	   ’s Castle, nearly in Herefordshire. (7)
12 Altar end of church (4)
13	   Exchange, library and offices in Much
Wenlock (4)
14 Family entombed at Tong (6)
17 Charles I set one up at Pret a Manger – or was it
Lloyds Bank? (4)
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Feature
Andrew Pattison

Railways in the
1860s

– a good source of stories for the local paper

R

ailways came relatively late to Shrewsbury, the
first being built in 1848, but 20 years later there
were lines to Wolverhampton, Crewe, Chester,
Aberystwyth and Hereford, and permission to build
the so-called ‘Potts’ line was granted by Parliament in
1868. With so many people using them, stories about
the railways were of great interest to readers of the
Shrewsbury Chronicle. Here is one unusual occurrence Friday October 30th, 1868
ON MONDAY MORNING, the mail train which left
Shrewsbury for Aberystwyth at 3.30am was travelling
at a rapid pace between Hanwood and Yockleton when
one of the coupling chains broke, and the latter portion
of the train, consisting of the Post Office van, a composite
carriage and the guards van, was left behind on the rails.
The engine and other carriages went on some seven or
eight miles before the loss of the latter portion of the train
was discovered. The night being dark, the engine had
to return almost at a walking pace to avoid running into
the carriages left behind. Upwards of an hour elapsed
before the return of the engine, and in the meantime the
inmates of the separated carriages, dreading a collision
from either behind or before, adjourned to the adjoining
embankment.
Railway fraud was a whole new type of crime…
Friday November 8th, 1867
DEFRAUDING A RAILWAY COMPANY – at the Borough
Police Court, John Morris was charged with riding on the
Great Western Railway from Handsworth to Shrewsbury
without a ticket. Being told that he must show his ticket

he gave up one from Handsworth to Birmingham, and
asked a number of people, with whom he seemed to be
on familiar terms, to pay the fare from Handsworth for
him, but all declined, and he was taken to the lock-up.
There he was searched, and a piece of string, a short pipe
and three cards [used for a confidence trick] found on
him. He had no money. He was ordered to pay a fine of
40s, or to be imprisoned and kept in hard labour for a
month.
…but crime could be of a much more serious nature Friday January 24th, 1868
ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF OCTOBER LAST, on the arrival of
one of the evening trains from Hereford, a wooden box
was found under the seat of one of the carriages, which
appeared to have been accidentally left behind. The
box was taken to the Lost Luggage office, when it was
found to be addressed to a person of the name of Corbett
of ‘Edinborough Scotland’, where it was to be left until
called for. The box remained in the lost luggage office
till yesterday morning, when it was opened by one of the
clerks and found to contain the dead body of a child. The
body was closely packed with newspaper and the lid was
nailed on very firmly. So closely was the body packed
that not the slightest smell was observed to proceed from
the box until it was opened. The child had apparently
been placed in the box almost immediately after its birth;
and the box would appear to have been made for the
purpose.
Succeeding issues of the newspaper reported
on the inquest, when, hardly surprisingly, it was
impossible to make any progress in the investigation.
One can only imagine the desperation that had driven
the mother to such lengths. On a happier note, it
appears that dogs could travel unaccompanied as the
following piece records –
Friday August 14th, 1868
A VERY SIMPLE mode of securing water for dogs when
travelling by the railway and unattended is to write on
the direction card, “Please give me a little water.” On a
long journey the chances are that the dog has to change
carriages at some main station,
and this written request is sure to be
attended to. I saw a dog at Derby
station last year with this request
written on his direction, and a dozen
people bolted off to the fountain to
comply with it.

Abbey Station, Shrewsbury. Shropshire Archives ref. PC/S/12/R/2/2/1
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Feature Wilfred Owen 100 project

T

he Heritage Lottery Funded
Wilfred Owen 100 project is
drawing to a close. Events
culminated on the weekend of the centenary of
Owen’s death the 3rd and 4th of November including
readings of Owen’s poems by the Owen Aloud
group, led by members of Shrewsbury Heritage.
Bookbenches were also unveiled in Oswestry and
Shrewsbury libraries which will form a lasting legacy of
the project. The highlight of the weekend, however,
was the concert “The Pity of War” organised by
Bookfest, featuring the Bookfest Remembers Choir
made up of schools and choirs from across the county,
and secondly premiering the piece “Move Him into
the Sun”. This piece was commissioned by Bookfest
from renowned choral composer and conductor Bob
Chilcott as part of the previous Arts Council and HLF
project The Pity of War, for performance during this
project.
Elizbeth Semper
O'Keefe

D

r Kate Croft’s presentation
on the Shrewsbury
Foundling Hospital at our
annual lecture on 24th November
was very popular and wellreceived. We learned how Thomas
Coram opened the London
Foundling Hospital in 1756 and
this led to branch hospitals being
set up around the country and
supported by government funding
until 1760. The first Shrewsbury
Hospital was established in Dog
Lane (now Claremont Street), and
when this rapidly reached capacity,
a new hospital was built at
Kingsland, now Shrewsbury School,
which grew to accommodate over
600 children and 48 staff by 1765.
Kate described how the hospital
was run, the people that worked
there and
the impact of
the hospital
in providing
work for local
businesses.
Above all,
Jill Ming
however,

From the

Chair

The Open Art exhibition at Shrewsbury Museum
and Art Gallery showed the work of Shropshire artists
who responded to the theme of Wilfred Owen’s
poetry, and visitors to the exhibition were invited to
vote for their favourite to win the People’s Prize. The
winner was Andrew Sylvester, with his piece In their
eyes shall shine the glimmers of goodbyes.
This project will have a number of legacies – the
artworks and music that have been created, but also
the increased knowledge
locally and nationally
of Wilfred Owen’s
connections to Shropshire,
and his place within the
local community in which
he was born and raised. n
'In their eyes shall shine the holy
glimmers of goodbyes', by Andrew Sylvester, People’s Prize winner

for me it was her depiction of
the foundling children, the new
identity they were given, and the
impact of the school on their lives
that left a lasting impression.
We have been very pleased with
the enthusiastic response to our
programme of events and have
organised further visits and talks
for 2019 which we hope you will
support and enjoy. These include
a visit to the Roman Catholic
Cathedral in Shrewsbury on 23rd
March, a talk on the industrial
history of Coleham followed
by a tour of Coleham Pumping
Station on 1st May, and our AGM
at Shrewsbury School on 6th
June incorporating a tour of their
Taylor Library, archive and chapel.
Country house visits are always
popular and fully booked so we
anticipate rapid take-up of our
guided tours of Pitchford Hall
on 10th July and Chillington Hall
on 20th August – both with teas
of course. Full details are on the
booking form and our website,

www.friendsofshropshirearchives.
org/events.
Did you know you can opt to
receive this newsletter in electronic
form? We know you appreciate the
high quality of the Recorder, but
the printing and postage costs do
come at a price so any reduction
in the number of copies we print
means more potential income for
Shropshire Archives. If you would
like to receive this newsletter by
email instead of a paper copy,
please email our Treasurer, Pat
Kiernan, on patk1@blueyonder.
co.uk.
We continue to seek ways in
which we can support Shropshire
Archives, and use our funds to
help them purchase equipment
and documents that fall outside
their budget. Your membership
subscriptions, combined with
income from the visits and talks we
organise, provide the bulk of our
funds. 
n
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Feature
Nigel Hinton

Shrewsbury at Work

People and Industries through the years

We finish off this study with a post-war story of boom and bust.
Hartleys
After a series of moves, mergers and relocation, Bill
Hartley set up Hartley and Co, Electrical Engineers, and
linked up with John Symonds and in 1949 they moved
to Hartley Works Monkmoor in the WWI aircraft
repair hangers. Here the company fulfilled some
major orders for wiring kits for 20,000 pre-fabricated
houses to be made for Airey Homes of Leeds, and
eventually over 250,000 kits were supplied for the
home and export markets. The business flourished,
and by 1950 Hartleys had acquired Duratube and Wire
Ltd of Feltham Middlesex, who made all the cable
for Octopus and other related products. A year later
Hartleys also acquired Trust Accessories.
In 1954 the company made the national headlines
when Hartleys took over Baird Television Ltd, and
a new company Hartley Baird Ltd was formed. Mr
Hartley was appointed Managing Director. The
company made the most of the post-war consumer
boom, and produced a wide range of electrical
and mechanical products, including woodburning stoves, television sets
for Radio Rentals, radio sets for
the Hacker company, and their
own designed Wondergram,
Supergram and the

Ambassador Radiogram. The company developed
an early tape cassette system the TapeRiter. At its
peak the company employed seven to eight hundred
people with a wide variety of skills. They operated a
machine shop, a plating and paint shop, and a wiring
and electrical assembly shop which enabled the
company to produce a whole variety of electrical and
electronic products for industrial and domestic use.
This success story didn’t last long. In 1972 the
receiver was called in and the Octopus Wiring
division was sold to Lucas and moved to Lancaster
Road. The remainder of the business was sold to the
Cray Electronics Group in 1979 which then formed a
separate company, Shrewsbury Electronic Engineers
Ltd. The new company continued to make products,
including microfiche readers for Barclays and Directory
Enquiries, before computers replaced the readers.
The company re-branded as Shrewsbury Technology
and continued to develop new products, but when
the Cray Group itself got into difficulties, Shrewsbury
Technology was closed in 1993. The large factory has
been split up into smaller units and several businesses
now work in Hartley Works and employ an estimated
one hundred and fifty people.
n
Nigel started his manufacturing research project in 2006
and has received contributions from many individuals who
have added their stories to the research, further details of
which are at - www.madeinshrewsbury.co.uk. Nigel
has also written a book, Shrewsbury at
Work, published by Amberley.

Feature Bishop’s Castle
in the First
Janet Preshous
World War

A

n exhibition on the Great War 1914-18 was held
in the Cadet Hall, Bishop’s Castle as part of the
Michaelmas Fair on 22/23 September, 2018. It
attracted 460 visitors over the two days, and was much
appreciated. Organised by David and Janet Preshous
under the auspices of S.W.Shropshire Historical &
Archaeological Society and Bishop’s Castle Heritage
Forum, it brought together a great deal of information
commemorating the Centenary of the Armistice. It
provided a framework of the progress of the War, with
an overview of the campaigns, and mounted panels
on the War in the Air and at Sea, action at Gallipoli,
Egypt and Mesopotamia, the role of women and many
other aspects, as well as the impact of poets and
artists.

‘Thankyou’ letters
Much material had been obtained through
research locally and access to family records. The
memories and letters of serving servicemen brought
home their first-hand experiences, and highlighted
the contribution of those recorded on the war
memorials. The photographs and artefacts brought
back memories of survivors, as well as those who
were wounded or killed in action. In 1917 the people
of Bishop’s Castle had sent parcels to the troops.
Some of their letters of thanks had been kept by
EC Davies, ironmonger and then Mayor of Bishop’s
Castle. Amongst them was one from FJ Radford, Royal
Garrison Artillery. Recently it was very good to be able
to show this letter, pencilled by her father after his safe
return, to his daughter Miss Gladys Radford, born 1919.
The exhibition used a range of recorded memories and
evidence from sources such as school log-books. (For
example the Girls’ and Infant Schools sent fruit and
vegetables to the Fleet in Liverpool and were thanked
by HMS Ben Strome).

However, as he was a dentist also, he had been made
camp dentist, given excellent dental equipment, and
was carrying out ‘six or eight fillings and extractions a
day’ – he felt pretty lucky to be out of the trenches.
Emmanuel Lovekin was practicing
as a dentist before World War One
began. This advertisment dates
from 1912.

Another soldier who was not so lucky was Private
Thomas Thornley, son of the Congregational minister,
who lost both his arms in late 1917. He was awarded
the Military Medal (MM), and the Church Stretton
Advertiser reported on this on April 4th, 1918 –
Pte Thomas Thornley, Cheshires, was decorated with the
MM, and on his return to hospital he met with a rousing
reception at the railway station. His wounded comrades
carried him shoulder-high, and the villagers joined the
procession with ringing cheers.
While he was in hospital, Thomas Thornley was
fitted with two artificial arms. The Church Stretton
Advertiser reported on a meeting in Bishop’s Castle in
April 1919 as follows –
Ex-Private Thomas Thornley, son of Rev Thornley, who
acted a regimental stretcher-bearer with the 1st Cheshires on
the Western Front, and was deprived of both arms, gave an
interesting demonstration, including some remarkable feats
of dexterity with his artificial limbs, in the Lecture Hall on
Friday. The Mayor presided... A silver collection was
devoted to the working expenses of the Shop Managers, Clerks
and Assistants’ Disabled Sailors and Soldiers Committee
Fund.

Two who came back
Emmanuel Lovekin was a well-known local dentist
– he sent a postcard of himself with other Royal Flying
Corps airmen to his brother which said simply, ‘Still
Alive!’ Amongst the letters home published in the
Ludlow Advertiser was one to Emmanuel from his
brother John in the King’s Shropshire Light Infantry,
announcing that he was a prisoner of war in Germany.
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Nos 132-142, Frankwell, Shrewsbury, with the offices of Hartley & Co., Electrical
Engineers to the left, c. 1930's. Shropshire Archives ref. PH/S/13/F/5/65

Thomas Thornley
lost both his hands in
action during World
War One. The caption
reads: 'This is my
own writing with an
artificial hand'.
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Feature Balloon Accident in 1906 at the
Shrewsbury Show

I

n August 1906 at Shrewsbury
Floral Show, held in the Quarry,
a Mr Spencer offered a ‘bird’s
eye view’ of Shrewsbury from his tethered hot air
balloon, for which he charged 50 shillings (£2.50). On
a Wednesday evening the tether and retaining rope
broke. The balloon with its occupants, including
Mr Spencer, flew off towards Newport. Several
newspapers reported that the balloon flew low over
the roof tops in Newport and that as the balloon
did not have grappling hooks in order to stop, or
ballast to gain height, it clipped the roof tops. It
Tony Price

finally landed at Woodseaves, near Newport. The
Shrewsbury Chronicle reported that the balloon and
the passengers were taken to Newport Railway Station
by Mr Johnson, a butcher, and returned to Shrewsbury
on the 10.30 train.
The thing I find interesting is that Mr Spencer
offered a refund of 45 shillings (£2.25) and said he
would only charge his passengers 5 shillings (25p)
for their flight and fright! There is no record of who
actually paid the train fare back to Shrewsbury!
n
Escaped Balloon over Shrewsbury Town centre.
Shropshire Archives ref: PH/S/13/M/8/99

Interested in history?

Want to try something new in the New Year?
Free workshops at Shropshire Archives
Whether you’re new to using
archives or have previous
experience, these six workshops
are all about discovering the
stories of the River Severn.
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We’ll be exploring collections and
finding out why the river was, and
still is, important for people and
wildlife.

18

10

P

A

V

E

N

H

T

15
A

11

I
R

13

M
A

R

C

E

D

A

N

E

1

2

L

K

12

E

A

14

R

E
G

3

A

17

V

E

M
S

K

9

4

O

8

C

L

6
R

T

O

A

G
P

N

C

B

E

D
L

A

E

C
T

R

R

I

A

I

7

16

O

S

N

N

R

C

R

F

O

A

I

T

R

T

A

6

S
U

N

B

E

5

P

Crossword Solution
10 Salopian Recorder . Number 93 . Winter/Spring 2019

- Learn new skills
- Meet new people
- Access historic
collections

When? Ideally you’ll take part in all six workshops: 10am - 12.30pm
every Tuesday from 5 February to 12 March 2019.
What is it for? Your discoveries will be part of an exhibition and
will contribute to a major river restoration project called Unlocking
the Severn.
More Info? For more details contact Tim Thorpe, Volunteering
Officer Officer:
Tim.Thorpe@severnriverstrust.com or call 07707 585799

Unlocking the Severn LIFE 15 NAT UK 000219 / HG-15-04573

Wilfred Owen 100
project and beyond

T

he project reached
its culmination with
a concert, including
the world premiere of a
specially commissioned
piece by composer
Bob Chilcott, at Theatre
Severn on 4 November,
the day 100 years ago
that Wilfred Owen was
killed in France. The
overall programme has
been incredibly varied
with exhibitions, events,
guided walks, talks
and performances of
all kinds. I have been
delighted with the
profile Wilfred Owen has
achieved within the local,
regional and national
commemorations, and
we hope we have helped
to ensure his connections
with Shropshire are now
better understood. One
event which is carrying on
beyond November is the
Open Art Competition
at Shrewsbury Museum
and Art Gallery. This is
for works by Shropshire
based artists inspired
by the poetry of Wilfred
Owen. The exhibition has
attracted a very diverse
selection of works of
art from oils, acrylics

News
Mary McKenzie
and watercolours to
tapestry and mosaic. The
exhibition is on show
until the end of January
2019.
I would like to thank
our project team,
Elizabeth Semper O’Keefe
and Alison Mussell, for
all their hard work, as
well as other colleagues,
partners and volunteers
who have all contributed
to this success. As
we look back on the
commemorations of the
First World War since 2014,
a huge amount has been
achieved, but I think we
need to recognise that
the impact of the war
continued well beyond
1918. We will continue to
work on abstracting and
recording the stories of
how Shropshire and its
people coped during this
incredibly challenging
time. If you know of any
First World War research
or activity that we could

Wenlock Borough - Charter of Edward IV for the incorporation
of the Borough of Wenlock, with seal, 29 Nov 1468.
Shropshire Archives ref: WB/A/1/5
add to our collection,
please get in touch. I
would also be interested
in any thoughts on
upcoming anniversaries
we should be considering
in the future.

Much Wenlock
Charter event
November 2018 marked
the 550th anniversary
of the Charter granted
to the Borough of Much
Wenlock by Edward
IV in 1468. On the 17
November a celebration
was held in the town.
The day was planned and
financially supported
by Much Wenlock Town
Council. We took the
original charter, as well
as the first two minute
books of the town which
date from 1495-1810, for
the day. In the morning

there was a selection of
talks, including myself
and Andrew Davidson
explaining the work that
had been done on the
records. Other speakers
included Catherine, Lady
Forester on the history of
her family, and Dr John
Hunt on ‘The making of
medieval Much Wenlock’.
All tickets for the
event were sold out very
quickly, and it was great
to see the enthusiasm for
the town’s history and
heritage. It is unusual
for Shropshire Archives
to take such a unique
document out from the
controlled environment
of the strong rooms,
but this was a special
occasion and it was well
worth it. 
n

Please send any comments to:
Mary McKenzie, Acting Museums and Archives Manager,
Shropshire Archives, Castle Gates, Shrewsbury, SY1 2AQ
tel: 0345 6789096
email: mary.mckenzie@shropshire.gov.uk
website: www.shropshirearchives.org.uk
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